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DRILL STRING OSCILLATION METHODS

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Top drive systems are used to rotate a casing or a drill string
within a wellbore. Some top drives include a quill that pro-
vides vertical float between the top drive and the tubular
string, where the quill is usually threadedly connected to an
upper end of the casing or drill pipe to transmit torque and
rotary movement to the drill string, but can also be indirectly
linked to the casing or drill pipe through a clamp, for example.

To reduce the incidence of binding and/or stick-slip, the top
drive may be used to oscillate or rotationally rock the drill
during drilling to reduce drag of the drill string in the well-
bore. However, the parameters relating to the top-drive oscil-
lation are typically programmed into the top drive system,
may not be modified by an operator, and may not be optimal
for every drilling situation. For example, the same oscillation
parameters, such as speed, acceleration, and deceleration
may be used regardless of whether the drill is string is rela-
tively long, relatively short, and regardless of the sub-geo-
logical structure. However, oscillation parameters used in one
drilling circumstance may be less effective in other different
drilling circumstances. Because of this, in some instances, an
optimal oscillation may not be achieved, resulting in rela-
tively less efficient drilling and potentially less bit progres-
sion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure is best understood from the follow-
ing detailed description when read with the accompanying
figures. It is emphasized that, in accordance with the standard
practice in the industry, various features are not drawn to
scale. In fact, the dimensions of the various features may be
arbitrarily increased or reduced for clarity of discussion.

FIG. 1 is a schematic of an apparatus according to one or
more aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic of an apparatus according to one or
more aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a diagram according to one or more aspects of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a diagram according to one or more aspects of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a diagram according to one or more aspects of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a flow-chart diagram of at least a portion of a
method according to one or more aspects of the present dis-
closure.

FIG. 7 is a flow-chart diagram of at least a portion of a
method according to one or more aspects of the present dis-
closure.

FIG. 8 is a diagram according to one or more aspects of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is to be understood that the following disclosure provides
many different embodiments, or examples, for implementing
different features of various embodiments. Specific examples
of components and arrangements are described below to sim-
plify the present disclosure. These are, of course, merely
examples and are not intended to be limiting. In addition, the
present disclosure may repeat reference numerals and/or let-
ters in the various examples. This repetition is for the purpose
of simplicity and clarity and does not in itself dictate a rela-
tionship between the various embodiments and/or configura-
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2

tions discussed. Moreover, the formation of a first feature
over or on a second feature in the description that follows may
include embodiments in which the first and second features
are formed in direct contact, and may also include embodi-
ments in which additional features may be formed interpos-
ing the first and second features, such that the first and second
features may not be in direct contact.

This disclosure provides apparatuses, systems, and meth-
ods for enhanced directional steering control for a drilling
assembly, such as a downhole assembly in a drilling opera-
tion. The apparatuses, systems, and methods allow a user
(alternately referred to herein as an “operator”) to modify an
oscillating parameter to change a rocking technique to oscil-
late a tubular string in a manner that improves the drilling
operation. By drilling or drill string, this term is generally also
meant to include any tubular string. This improvement may
manifest itself, for example, by increasing the drilling speed,
penetration rate, the usable lifetime of component, and/or
other improvements. In one aspect, the user may modify the
oscillating parameters of the drilling assembly by modifying
at least one of angular settings, speed settings, and accelera-
tion and deceleration settings, typically to optimize the rate of
penetration or another desired drilling parameter while mini-
mizing or avoiding rotation of the bottom hole assembly.

In one aspect, this disclosure is directed to apparatuses,
systems, and methods that optimize the oscillating param-
eters to provide more effective drilling. Drilling may be most
effective when the drilling system is operated at optimized
parameters. For example, a top drive angular setting that
rotates only the upper half of the drill string will be less
effective at reducing drag than a top drive angular setting that
rotates the entire drill string. Therefore, an optimal angular
setting may be one that rotates the entire drill string. Further,
since excessive rotation might rotate the bottom hole assem-
bly and undesirably change the drilling direction, the optimal
angular setting would not adversely affect the drilling tech-
nique.

In one aspect, this disclosure is directed to apparatuses,
systems, and methods of drilling that include modifying an
acceleration profile to change the drilling effectiveness of the
drilling system. The modified acceleration profile may be
selected and controlled to identify the most effective, or opti-
mized, rocking signature or technique. The apparatus and
methods disclosed herein may be employed with any type of
directional drilling system using a rocking technique, such as
handheld oscillating drills, casing running tools, tunnel bor-
ing equipment, mining equipment, oilfield-based equipment
such as those including top drives. The apparatus is further
discussed below in connection with oilfield-based equip-
ment, but the directional steering apparatus and methods of
this disclosure may have applicability to a wide array of fields
including those noted above.

Referring to FIG. 1, illustrated is a schematic view of an
apparatus 100 demonstrating one or more aspects of the
present disclosure. The apparatus 100 is or includes a land-
based drilling rig. However, one or more aspects of the
present disclosure are applicable or readily adaptable to any
type of drilling rig, such as jack-up rigs, semisubmersibles,
drill ships, coil tubing rigs, well service rigs adapted for
drilling and/or re-entry operations, and casing drilling rigs,
among others within the scope of the present disclosure.

The apparatus 100 includes a mast 105 supporting lifting
gear above a rig floor 110. The lifting gear includes a crown
block 115 and a traveling block 120. The crown block 115 is
coupled at or near the top of the mast 105, and the traveling
block 120 hangs from the crown block 115 by a drilling line
125. One end of the drilling line 125 extends from the lifting
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gear to drawworks 130, which is configured to reel out and
reel in the drilling line 125 to cause the traveling block 120 to
be lowered and raised relative to the rig floor 110. The other
end of the drilling line 125, known as a dead line anchor, is
anchored to a fixed position, possibly near the drawworks 130
or elsewhere on the rig.

Ahook 135 is attached to the bottom of the traveling block
120. A top drive 140 is suspended from the hook 135. A quill
145 extending from the top drive 140 is attached to a saver sub
150, which is attached to a drill string 155 suspended within
awellbore 160. Alternatively, the quill 145 may be attached to
the drill string 155 directly. It should be understood that other
conventional techniques for arranging a rig do not require a
drilling line, and these are included in the scope of this dis-
closure. In another aspect (not shown), no quill is present.

The drill string 155 includes interconnected sections of
drill pipe 165, a bottom hole assembly (BHA) 170, and a drill
bit 175. The bottom hole assembly 170 may include stabiliz-
ers, drill collars, and/or measurement-while-drilling (MWD)
or wireline conveyed instruments, among other components.
The drill bit 175, which may also be referred to herein as a
tool, is connected to the bottom of the BHA 170 or is other-
wise attached to the drill string 155. One or more pump’s 180
may deliver drilling fluid to the drill string 155 through a hose
orother conduit 185, which may be fluidically and/or actually
connected to the top drive 140.

In the exemplary embodiment depicted in FIG. 1, the top
drive 140 is used to impart rotary motion to the drill string
155. However, aspects of the present disclosure are also appli-
cable or readily adaptable to implementations utilizing other
drive systems, such as a power swivel, a rotary table, a coiled
tubing unit, a downhole motor, and/or a conventional rotary
rig, among others.

The apparatus 100 also includes a control system 190 con-
figured to control or assist in the control of one or more
components of the apparatus 100. For example, the control
system 190 may be configured to transmit operational control
signals to the drawworks 130, the top drive 140, the BHA 170
and/or the pump 180. The control system 190 may be a
stand-alone component installed near the mast 105 and/or
other components of the apparatus 100. In some embodi-
ments, the control system 190 is physically displaced at a
location separate and apart from the drilling rig.

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of a portion of an appa-
ratus 200 according to one or more aspects of the present
disclosure. FIG. 2 shows the control system 190, the BHA
170, and the top drive 140. The apparatus 200 may be imple-
mented within the environment and/or the apparatus shown in
FIG. 1.

The control system 190 includes a user-interface 205 and a
controller 210. Depending on the embodiment, these may be
discrete components that are interconnected via wired or
wireless means. Alternatively, the user-interface 205 and the
controller 210 may be integral components of a single system.

The user-interface 205 includes an input mechanism 215
for user-input of one or more drilling settings or parameters,
such as acceleration, toolface set points, rotation settings, and
other set points or input data. The input mechanism 215 may
include a keypad, voice-recognition apparatus, dial, button,
switch, slide selector, toggle, joystick, mouse, data base and/
or other conventional or future-developed data input device.
Such an input mechanism 215 may support data input from
local and/or remote locations. Alternatively, or additionally,
the input mechanism 215 may permit user-selection of pre-
determined profiles, algorithms, set point values or ranges,
such as via one or more drop-down menus. The data may also
oralternatively be selected by the 210 via the executionofone
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or more database look-up procedures. In general, the input
mechanism 215 and/or other components within the scope of
the present disclosure support operation and/or monitoring
from stations on the rig site as well as one or more remote
locations with a communications link to the system, network,
local area network (LAN), wide area network (WAN), Inter-
net, satellite-link, and/or radio, among other means.

The user-interface 205 may also include a display 220 for
visually presenting information to the user in textual, graphic,
or video form. The display 220 may also be utilized by the
user to input drilling parameters, limits, or set point data in
conjunction with the input mechanism 215. For example, the
input mechanism 215 may be integral to or otherwise com-
municably coupled with the display 220.

In one example, the controller 210 may include a plurality
of pre-stored selectable acceleration profiles that may be
viewed and selected by a user for operation of the top drive
140. The acceleration profiles may include the oscillating
parameters for controlling the top drive 140 to operate at
designated acceleration and deceleration rates and rotational
speed settings within rotational limits. The selectable profiles
may vary from each other to vary the rotational parameters of
the top drive 140. By selecting a particular acceleration pro-
file, the user may change the effectiveness of the overall
drilling operation. Some acceleration profiles may be more
effective than others in particular drilling scenarios. For
example, when the drill string is relatively long, a first accel-
eration profile may result in a particular drill rate, such as a
higher drilling rate. However, when the drill string is rela-
tively short, the same particular acceleration profile may
resultin relatively lower drilling rate, while a second different
acceleration profile may result in a relatively higher drilling
rate. Likewise, when drilling through a particular type of
geological formation, operating the top drive with a first
acceleration profile may result in more effective drilling than
operating the top drive with a second acceleration profile,
while the second acceleration profile may result in more
effective drilling than the first in a different type of geological
formation. These acceleration profiles may have oscillating
parameters that may be partially customizable by a user using
the user-interface 205 to obtain optimal parameters. For
example, the rotational speed setting may be substantially
fixed, while the rotational settings of the top drive may be
adjusted, thereby allowing a user to partially customize the
acceleration profile by adjusting the rotational settings.

The BHA 170 may include one or more sensors, typically
a plurality of sensors, located and configured about the BHA
to detect parameters relating to the drilling environment, the
BHA condition and orientation, and other information. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the BHA 170 includes a MWD
casing pressure sensor 230 that is configured to detect an
annular pressure value or range at or near the MWD portion of
the BHA 170. The casing pressure data detected viathe MWD
casing pressure sensor 230 may be sent via electronic signal
to the controller 210 via wired or wireless transmission.

The BHA 170 may also include an MWD shock/vibration
sensor 235 that is configured to detect shock and/or vibration
in the MWD portion of the BHA 170. The shock/vibration
data detected via the MWD shock/vibration sensor 235 may
be sent via electronic signal to the controller 210 via wired or
wireless transmission.

The BHA 170 may also include a mud motor AP sensor 240
that is configured to detect a pressure differential value or
range across the mud motor of the BHA 170. The pressure
differential data detected via the mud motor AP sensor 240
may be sent via electronic signal to the controller 210 via
wired or wireless transmission. The mud motor AP may be
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alternatively or additionally calculated, detected, or other-
wise determined at the surface, such as by calculating the
difference between the surface standpipe pressure just oft-
bottom and pressure once the bit touches bottom and starts
drilling and experiencing torque.

The BHA 170 may also include a magnetic toolface sensor
245 and a gravity toolface sensor 250 that are cooperatively
configured to detect the current toolface. The magnetic tool-
face sensor 245 may be or include a conventional or future-
developed magnetic toolface sensor which detects toolface
orientation relative to magnetic north or true north. The grav-
ity toolface sensor 250 may be or include a conventional or
future-developed gravity toolface sensor which detects tool-
face orientation relative to the Earth’s gravitational field. In
an exemplary embodiment, the magnetic toolface sensor 245
may detect the current toolface when the end of the wellbore
is less than about 7° from vertical, and the gravity toolface
sensor 250 may detect the current toolface when the end of the
wellbore is greater than about 7° from vertical. However,
other toolface sensors may also be utilized within the scope of
the present disclosure that may be more or less precise or have
the same degree of precision, including non-magnetic tool-
face sensors and non-gravitational inclination sensors. In any
case, the toolface orientation detected via the one or more
toolface sensors (e.g., sensors 245 and/or 250) may be sent
via electronic signal to the controller 210 via wired or wire-
less transmission.

The BHA 170 may also include an MWD torque sensor
255 that is configured to detect a value or range of values for
torque applied to the bit by the motor(s) of the BHA 170. The
torque data detected via the MWD torque sensor 255 may be
sent via electronic signal to the controller 210 via wired or
wireless transmission.

The BHA 170 may also include an MWD weight-on-bit
(WOB) sensor 260 that is configured to detect a value or range
of values for WOB at or near the BHA 170. The WOB data
detected via the MWD WOB sensor 260 may be sent via
electronic signal to the controller 210 via wired or wireless
transmission.

The top drive 140 includes a surface torque sensor 265 that
is configured to detect a value or range of the reactive torsion
of the quill 145 or drill string 155. The top drive 140 also
includes a quill position sensor 270 that is configured to detect
avalue or range of the rotational position of the quill, such as
relative to true north or another stationary reference. The
surface torsion and quill position data detected via sensors
265 and 270, respectively, may be sent via electronic signal to
the controller 210 via wired or wireless transmission. In FIG.
2, the top drive 140 also includes a controller 275 and/or other
means for controlling the rotational position, speed and direc-
tion of the quill 145 or other drill string component coupled to
the top drive 140 (such as the quill 145 shown in FIG. 1).
Depending on the embodiment, the controller 275 may be
integral with or may form a part of the controller 210.

The controller 210 is configured to receive detected infor-
mation (i.e., measured or calculated) from the user-interface
205, the BHA 170, and/or the top drive 140, and utilize such
information to continuously, periodically, or otherwise oper-
ate to determine an operating parameter having improved
effectiveness. The controller 210 may be further configured to
generate a control signal, such as via intelligent adaptive
control, and provide the control signal to the top drive 140 to
adjust and/or maintain the BHA orientation.

Moreover, as in the exemplary embodiment depicted in
FIG. 2, the controller 275 of the top drive 140 may be con-
figured to generate and transmit a signal to the controller 210.
Consequently, the controller 275 of the top drive 170 may be
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configured to influence the control of the BHA 170 to assist in
obtaining and/or maintaining a desired acceleration profile.
Consequently, the controller 275 of the top drive 140 may be
configured to cooperate in obtaining and/or maintaining a
desired toolface orientation. Such cooperation may be inde-
pendent of control provided to or from the controller 210
and/or the BHA 170. In one example, the controller 275 may
have a plurality of pre-stored, selectable acceleration profiles
as described above with reference to the controller 210.

FIGS. 3-5 show graphs of exemplary acceleration profiles
that may be stored within one or both of the controllers 210,
275.

FIG. 3 for example shows a first exemplary acceleration
profile as a relatively sinusoidal wave-form type. The accel-
eration profile represents the position of the top drive 140 as
it rocks back and forth to rock or oscillate the drill string. It
also represents the position of the rotating top drive over time.
The top drive rotates in a first direction until an operational
rotational setting is reached, and which point, the top drive
140 rotates in an opposite direction. For the sake of explana-
tion, in the exemplary acceleration profile shown, the rota-
tional settings are one turn in each direction from a neutral
position, shown as a positive turn and shown as a negative turn
over time. In FIG. 3, the top drive 140 follows an acceleration
profile represented by a smooth increase in rotational speed,
followed by a smooth decrease in rotational speed until the
top drive stops and rotates in the opposite direction. In one
example, the acceleration profile in FIG. 4 is a standard sig-
nature or default profile assigned by the controller 210 or the
controller 275 shown in FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 shows an alternative, selectable acceleration profile
that may provide a more aggressive rocking technique, and
may result in a more aggressive cut. In this acceleration
profile, the top drive 140 may rotate in one direction at a
constant rate until the rotational limit is reached, and then the
top drive may abruptly rotate in the opposite direction at a
substantially constant rate. Accordingly, FIG. 4 shows a tri-
angular wave-form type.

FIG. 5 shows a further alternative selectable acceleration
profile that may provide an even more aggressive rocking
acceleration profile. In FIG. 5, the rotational speed is rela-
tively very fast as indicated by the substantially vertical lines
of'the acceleration curve. The top drive 140 may momentarily
stop at each rotational limit before quickly accelerating to a
relatively very high rotational speed within the safe operating
limits of the top drive (or to minimize undue wear on the top
drive) until the top drive is near the opposing rotational limit,
at which point, it quickly decelerates to briefly stop at the
rotational limit. Accordingly, FIG. 5 shows a stepped wave-
form type.

Depending on the geological formation, the condition of
the cutting bit, the length of the drill string, and other envi-
ronmental factors, one type of acceleration profile may enable
more effective drilling than other acceleration profiles. The
method of FIG. 6 describes an exemplary method for identi-
fying one or more effective acceleration profiles to optimize a
drilling procedure, such as for example a rate of penetration,
minimization or avoidance of stick-slip conditions while
drilling, or the like, or a combination thereof.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing an exemplary method 300 of
improving drilling effectiveness by modifying oscillating
parameters of aspects of the drilling system 100. In the
example in FIG. 3, the oscillating parameters are defined in
the selectable acceleration profile, and may affect the drilling
effectiveness, such as the drill speed or the penetration rate or
other quantifiable measurement of effectiveness. The method
begins at a step 302 where a user selects a first acceleration
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profile. The acceleration profile may be any of those exem-
plary acceleration profiles discussed above with reference to
FIGS. 3-5, or may be other profiles.

In one embodiment, a user may select the first acceleration
profile using the acceleration input 215 of the user-interface
205 in FIG. 2. The acceleration input 215 may communicate
the selected acceleration profile to the controller 210, which
may control the top drive 140 to oscillate the quill and drill
string as selected. The controller 210 may communicate
instructions regarding the selected acceleration profile to the
controller 275 of the top drive 140. This acceleration profile
may be selected from a listing of available, selectable accel-
eration profiles stored within the controller 210 as indicated
above, or could be input by a user, or a combination thereof.
Inone embodiment, these profiles are presented to the user for
selection. In another example, the control system 190 auto-
matically selects the second acceleration profile. In this
embodiment, the control system may scroll through two or
more acceleration profiles, selecting the next one in line.

In some embodiments, the controller 210 may have an
initial default acceleration profile, such as the standard sig-
nature profile in FIG. 3. In such an embodiment, the controller
210 itself may select the first acceleration profile. In other
embodiments, the controller selects the profile when the con-
troller 210 is initially powered on. Other embodiments
require an actual user intervention at the acceleration input
215 onthe user-interface 205 to select the acceleration profile.

In some embodiments, the first acceleration profile may be
calculated or generated by the controller 210 based on current
operating parameters of the drilling system. For example, the
controller 210 may consider one or both of the length and
diameter of the drill string to calculate a starting acceleration
profile that may be close to suitable for the particular drill
string parameters.

At a step 304, the controller 210 generates a control signal
to oscillate the top drive 140 according to the selected accel-
eration profile. For example, if the exemplary acceleration
profile in FIG. 3 were selected, the controller 210 would
generate a control signal that operates the top drive according
to oscillating parameters embodied in the acceleration profile
in FIG. 3.

At a step 306, the controller 210 receives feedback regard-
ing the effectiveness of the drilling operation utilizing at the
selected first acceleration profile. In one embodiment, the
controller 210 receives feedback from the surface torque sen-
sor 265 of the top drive system 140. In another example, the
controller 210 receives feedback from the BHA 170, such as
one of the MWD casing pressure sensor 230, the MWD
shock/vibrations sensor 235, the mud motor pressure sensor
240, the magnetic toolface sensor 245, the gravity toolface
sensor 250, the MWD torque sensor 255, or the MWD WOB
sensor 260, for example. Using this feedback, along with
other feedback in some examples, the controller 210 may be
configured to determine the effectiveness of the drilling
operation with the first acceleration profile. For example,
using the feedback, the controller 210 may be configured to
determine drilling speed, penetration rate, loading applied to
drilling components that may affect the useful life of the
component, or other drilling parameters that may be an indi-
cation of relative effectiveness of the drilling operation.

At a step 308, the user or control system 190 selects a
second acceleration profile that is different than the first
acceleration profile selected in step 302. The second accel-
eration profile may be any of the exemplary profiles shown in
FIGS. 3-5, or may be a different acceleration profile. In one
embodiment, this selection is input into the control system at
the acceleration input 215 of the user-interface 205. This
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acceleration profile may be selected from a listing of avail-
able, selectable acceleration profiles stored within the con-
troller 210 or the controller 275. In one embodiment, these
profiles are presented to the user for selection. In another
example, the control system 190 automatically selects the
second acceleration profile. In this embodiment, the control
system 190 may scroll through two or more acceleration
profiles, selecting the next one in line. In another example, the
second acceleration profile is a modification of the first accel-
eration profile. For example, the user may use the acceleration
input 215 to adjust one or more particular aspects of the first
acceleration profile, such as the acceleration or deceleration
rates, the angular settings, or the rotational speeds, for
example. In another example, the operator may modify the
wave-form type. Accordingly, in these instances, the user may
create a second desired acceleration profile based on his or her
experience and knowledge of drilling systems.

At astep 310, the controller 210 or 275 generates a control
signal to oscillate the top drive 140 according to the second
acceleration profile selected in step 308. At a step 312, the
controller 210 receives feedback regarding the effectiveness
of the drilling operation operating at the selected second
acceleration profile in the manner discussed above with ref-
erence to step 306.

At a step 314, the controller compares the feedback
obtained as a result of drilling with the first acceleration
profile with the feedback obtained as a result of drilling with
the second acceleration profile to determine whether the first
acceleration profile was more effective than the second accel-
eration profile. As described above, effectiveness may be
measured by, for example, increases in drilling speed, pen-
etration rate, the usable lifetime of component, and/or other
improvements. If the controller 210 determines that the first
acceleration profile is more effective than the second accel-
eration profile, then the controller 210 operates the top drive
140 with the first acceleration profile as indicated at step 316.
If the controller 210 determines that the first acceleration
profile is not more effective than the second acceleration
profile (or is less eftective than the second acceleration pro-
file), however, then the controller 210 operates the top drive
with the second acceleration profile as indicated at step 318.
The controller 210 may make the selection based on its com-
parison or alternatively, may present the data or a recommen-
dation to the operator and wait for an operator input that
selects the more effective acceleration profile.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing another exemplary method
400 of improving drilling effectiveness by optimizing oscil-
lating parameters of the drilling system 100. In FIG. 7, the
controller 210 receives an input to oscillate the top drive 140.
In some embodiments, the controller 210 receives the input
through the user-interface 205. In some embodiments, the
input selects an acceleration profile from the plurality of
pre-stored acceleration profiles. At a step 404, the controller
210 generates a first control signal to operate the top drive 140
according to the selected first acceleration profile in the man-
ner discussed above at step 304. The system receives feed-
back at step 406 as discussed above.

At a step 408, the controller 210 determines whether the
feedback indicates that the drilling system was operating atan
operational limit. The system is operating at the an opera-
tional limit if the oscillating parameters are operating at or
near maximum levels without adversely affecting the opera-
tional effectiveness of the drilling system. For example, the
oscillating parameters may be optimized when the maximum
cutting or depth penetration is obtained without affecting the
toolface orientation or the drilling course of the BHA.
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If at step 408, the feedback based on operation at the first
acceleration profile indicates that the drilling system has
reached an operational limit, that is, if the feedback deter-
mined that the first acceleration profile was providing maxi-
mum drilling effectiveness without an adverse effect on the
drilling system, then the system may determine that the oscil-
lating parameters are optimized. Ifthe feedback indicates the
acceleration profile corresponds to the operational limit, then
the method proceeds to a step 418, and the controller alerts the
operator that the system is operating at the optimal oscillating
parameters.

If at step 408, the feedback indicates that the drilling sys-
tem has not reached an operational limit, that is, if the feed-
back did not indicate an adverse effect on the drilling system
from the selected acceleration profile, then the controller 210
may modify the acceleration profile to change the oscillating
parameters at as step 410 in an effort to optimize the oscillat-
ing parameters by moving closer to the operational limit.

In one aspect, if the top drive 140 rotates to an angular
setting, such as one revolution, and there is no feedback
indicating that additional rotation would not be beneficial to
the overall effectiveness of the drilling operation, then the
controller 210 may rotate the top drive 140 an additional
rotation in the same direction in an effort to identify the
operational limit, and thereby identify the optimal rotational
parameter for the drilling system. Thus, in one aspect, an
iterative approach to achieve an optimal drilling parameter
such as rate of penetration (ROP) may be pursued using
different acceleration profiles in series while minimizing or
avoiding undesired modification of the toolface orientation
while drilling.

Accordingly, at step 410, the controller 210 may modify
the acceleration profile in an effort to optimize the oscillating
parameters. Some examples of modifying the acceleration
profile include for example, modifying the oscillating param-
eter of the angular rotation, modifying the acceleration rates,
modifying the rotational speeds, and modifying other oscil-
lating parameters. For example, the acceleration profiles in
FIGS. 3-5 include consistent angular rotation limits (as one
revolution), but different acceleration profiles and different
rotation speeds as indicated by their different wave-form
types. Some methods include modifying the acceleration pro-
file by incrementally adjusting one of the oscillating param-
eters of the acceleration profile. For example, it may include
incrementally increasing or decreasing the rotational settings,
incrementally increasing or decreasing the rotation accelera-
tion or deceleration or the rotation speeds. In one embodi-
ment, the user inputs modify the acceleration profile by indi-
cating which setting to adjust and by indicating the amount or
size of the adjustment.

At a step 412, the controller 210 may generate a control
signal to oscillate the top drive according to the modified
acceleration profile. At a step 414, the controller 210 receives
the feedback as discussed above. At a step 416, the controller
210 may again evaluate the feedback to indicate whether the
drilling system is operating at an operational limit. If infor-
mation indicating an operational limit has not been met, the
method returns to step 410. If an operational limit has been
met, the method advances to step 418, and the operator is
notified. Notifying the operator provides the operator with
useful knowledge enabling him or her to make adjustments to
the drilling system, including the acceleration profile, to oper-
ate the top drive at a particular operation settings.

At a step 420, the controller 210 generates a control signal
to the top drive 140 to oscillate the top drive according to the
last oscillation profile that did not exceed the operational
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limit. Accordingly, the controller 210 may operate the top
drive at the optimal settings that do not adversely affect the
drilling system.

The graphs in FIG. 8 may be used to further describe the
method shown and described with reference to FIG. 7. FIG. 8
shows a first graph indicating the position of the rotating top
drive 140 and a second graph indicating the position or align-
ment of the toolface or torque as detected at the BHA 170. At
a time t1 in FIG. 8, the controller 210 may generate a first
signal according to a first acceleration profile to rotate the drill
string with the top drive 140 one revolution in the positive
direction, corresponding to step 404 in FIG. 7. During the
time between t1 and t2, the controller 210 may receive and
evaluate feedback, corresponding to step 406. As can be seen
in FIG. 8, the toolface or torque did not change as a result of
rocking the drill string with the top drive at time t1. Accord-
ingly, at time t2, the controller 210 may modity the accelera-
tion profile to include a second revolution in the positive
direction, as shown at step 410 in FIG. 7. As described above,
the user may select which parameter to modify and the size or
incremental step of the medication. Again, between time t2
and t3, the controller 210 may receive feedback from the
BHA 170 or the top drive. In this case, FI1G. 8 indicates there
was still no impact on the toolface or torque on the BHA 170
as indicated by the flat line at time t3. Therefore, at step 416
in FIG. 7, the method returns to step 410. Further modifica-
tions to the acceleration profile occur at step 410. The time t4,
the controller 210 directs the top drive 140 to rotate in the
opposite direction according to the acceleration profile to a
setting of one negative rotation. The top drive 140 continues
to operate as described above.

At time t6 in the graph of FIG. 8, the feedback from the
BHA 170 provides an indication that the oscillation has
resulted in a rotation of the toolface or torque. Since the
feedback indicates that an operational limit was exceeded, the
controller 210 may alert the operator as indicated at step 418
and may set the oscillating parameter to correspond with the
optimized parameters. According, the controller 210 contin-
ues to monitor feedback to determine the proper parameters
or settings that provide an optimum rocking profile.

In view of all of the above and the figures, one of ordinary
skill in the art will readily recognize that the present disclo-
sure introduces a method, comprising oscillating, with a first
acceleration profile, at least a portion of a drill string using a
top drive at least indirectly coupled to the drill string, and
oscillating, with a second acceleration profile different from
the first acceleration profile, at least a portion of the drill string
using the top drive. The method includes oscillating, with a
third acceleration profile, at least a portion of the drill string
using the top drive, wherein the third acceleration profile is
optimized based on feedback associated with the oscillation
with the first acceleration profile and feedback associated
with the oscillation with the second acceleration profile. In an
aspect, the method further comprises, prior to oscillating with
the second acceleration profile, selecting the second accelera-
tion profile based on input received from a human operator. In
an aspect, selecting the second acceleration profile comprises
selecting the second acceleration profile from a plurality of
preset acceleration profiles stored in a controller associated
with the top drive. In an aspect, selecting the second accel-
eration profile comprises selecting a modification of the first
acceleration profile based on the input received from the
human operator, wherein the modification modifies a first
acceleration value of the first acceleration profile. In an
aspect, the feedback associated with at least one of the first
and second acceleration profiles is based on data received
from at least one of the top drive and a bottom hole assembly
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coupled to the drill string. In an aspect, the feedback associ-
ated with at least one of the first and second acceleration
profiles relates to a rate of penetration of a bit coupled to an
end of the drill string. In an aspect, the feedback associated
with at least one of the first and second acceleration profiles
relates to a toolface orientation of a bit coupled to an end of
the drill string. In an aspect, the feedback associated with at
least one of the first and second acceleration profiles relates to
torque data received from at least one of the top drive and a
bottom hole assembly coupled to the drill string. In an aspect,
the first acceleration profile includes a wave form type
selected from a group consisting of: sinusoidal, stepped, tri-
angular and a combination thereof. In an aspect, the second
acceleration profile includes the same wave form type as the
first acceleration profile and has a different acceleration
value.

The present disclosure also introduces a method, compris-
ing: generating a control signal for a top drive to oscillate at
least a portion of a drill string based on first oscillating param-
eters, wherein the first oscillating parameters comprise at
least an acceleration rate, an angular limit and a speed limit;
receiving feedback from a bottom hole assembly coupled to
the drill string that indicates that oscillation of at least a
portion of the drill string based on the first oscillating param-
eters did not change a toolface orientation at an opposite end
of'the drill string from the top drive; incrementally modifying
at least one of the first oscillating parameters and modifying
the control signal based on the modified oscillating param-
eters; receiving feedback from the bottom hole assembly that
indicates that oscillation of at least a portion of the drill string
based on the modified oscillating parameters changed the
toolface orientation; and further modifying the control signal
to oscillate at least a portion of the drill string based on a set
of optimized oscillating parameters set at levels below the
modified oscillating parameters. In an aspect, further modi-
fying the control signal to oscillate at least a portion of the
drill string based on the optimized oscillating parameters
comprises setting the parameters equal to the first oscillating
parameters. In an aspect, incrementally modifying at least
one of the first oscillating parameters comprises modifying
the acceleration rate. In an aspect, the method further com-
prises receiving an operator input that incrementally adjusts
one of the first oscillating parameters. In an aspect, the opera-
tor input determines which of the first oscillating parameters
is to be incrementally adjusted. In an aspect, the operator
input indicates the size of the incremental adjustment. In an
aspect, incrementally modifying at least one of the first oscil-
lating parameters comprises incrementally increasing both
the acceleration rate and the speed limit. In an aspect, the
method further comprises basing the first control signal at
least in part on a diameter and a length of the drill string. In an
aspect, incrementally modifying at least one of the first oscil-
lating parameters occurs after receiving feedback from the
bottom hole assembly that indicates that oscillation of at least
a portion of the drill string based on the first oscillating
parameters did not change the toolface orientation. In an
aspect, incrementally modifying at least one of the first oscil-
lating parameters comprises modifying an acceleration wave-
form type.

The foregoing outlines features of several embodiments so
that a person of ordinary skill in the art may better understand
the aspects of the present disclosure. Such features may be
replaced by any one of numerous equivalent alternatives, only
some of which are disclosed herein. One of ordinary skill in
the art should appreciate that they may readily use the present
disclosure as a basis for designing or modifying other pro-
cesses and structures for carrying out the same purposes

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

and/or achieving the same advantages of the embodiments
introduced herein. One of ordinary skill in the art should also
realize that such equivalent constructions do not depart from
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure, and that they
may make various changes, substitutions and alterations
herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present disclosure.

The Abstract at the end of this disclosure is provided to
comply with37 C.F.R. §1.72(b) to allow the reader to quickly
ascertain the nature of the technical disclosure. It is submitted
with the understanding that it will not be used to interpret or
limit the scope or meaning of the claims.

Moreover, it is the express intention of the applicant not to
invoke 35 U.S.C. §112, paragraph 6 for any limitations of any
of the claims herein, except for those in which the claim
expressly uses the word “means” together with an associated
function.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

oscillating, with a first acceleration profile, at least a por-

tion of a drill string using a top drive coupled to the drill
string, the first acceleration profile comprising pre-
stored oscillation parameters including a first accelera-
tion having a first wave form type defined by a first wave
shape selected from a group consisting of: sinusoidal,
stepped, and triangular;

oscillating, with a second acceleration profile different

from the first acceleration profile, at least a portion of the
drill string using the top drive, the second acceleration
profile comprising pre-stored oscillation parameters
including a second acceleration having a second wave
form type defined by a second wave shape of the second
wave form, the second wave shape selected from a group
consisting of: sinusoidal, stepped, triangular, and a tran-
sition between any one of the sinusoidal, stepped, and
triangular wave shapes relative to the first wave shape,
the second wave shape defining the second wave form
type being different than the first wave shape defining
the first wave form type; and

oscillating, with a third acceleration profile, at least a por-

tion of the drill string using the top drive, wherein the
third acceleration profile is optimized based on the feed-
back data obtained while oscillating with the first accel-
eration profile and feedback data obtained while oscil-
lating with the second acceleration profile.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising, prior to
oscillating with the second acceleration profile, selecting the
second acceleration profile based on input received from a
human operator.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein selecting the second
acceleration profile comprises selecting the second accelera-
tion profile from a plurality of preset acceleration profiles
stored in a controller associated with the top drive.

4. The method of claim 2 wherein selecting the second
acceleration profile comprises selecting a modification of the
first acceleration profile based on the input received from the
human operator, wherein the modification modifies a first
acceleration value of the first acceleration profile.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the feedback associated
with atleast one of the first and second acceleration profiles is
based on data received from at least one of the top drive and
a bottom hole assembly coupled to the drill string.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the feedback associated
with at least one of the first and second acceleration profiles
relates to a rate of penetration of a bit coupled to an end of the
drill string.
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7. The method of claim 1 wherein the feedback associated
with at least one of the first and second acceleration profiles
relates to a toolface orientation of a bit coupled to an end of
the drill string.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the feedback associated
with at least one of the first and second acceleration profiles
relates to torque data received from at least one of the top
drive and a bottom hole assembly coupled to the drill string.

9. A method, comprising:

generating a control signal for a top drive to oscillate at

least a portion of a drill string based on first oscillating
parameters, wherein the first oscillating parameters
comprise an acceleration rate, an angular limit, and a
speed limit;

receiving feedback data from a bottom hole assembly

coupled to the drill string that indicates that oscillation
of at least a portion of the drill string based on the first
oscillating parameters did not change a toolface orien-
tation at an opposite end of the drill string from the top
drive;

in response to the feedback data that indicates that the

oscillation did not change the toolface orientation, incre-
mentally modifying at least one of the first oscillating
parameters and modifying the control signal based on
the modified oscillating parameters;

receiving feedback from the bottom hole assembly that

indicates that oscillation of at least a portion of the drill
string based on the modified oscillating parameters
changed the toolface orientation; and

in response to the feedback data that indicates that the

oscillation changed the toolface orientation, further
modifying the control signal to oscillate at least a portion
of'the drill string based on a set of optimized oscillating
parameters thatinclude at least one of a new acceleration
rate, a new angular limit, and a new speed limit, with said
one of the new acceleration rate, the new angular limit,
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and the new speed limit having a value less than the
corresponding value of said modified oscillating param-
eters.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein further modifying the
control signal to oscillate at least a portion of the drill string
based on the optimized oscillating parameters comprises set-
ting the parameters equal to the first oscillating parameters.

11. The method of claim 9 wherein incrementally modify-
ing at least one of the first oscillating parameters comprises
modifying the acceleration rate.

12. The method of claim 9 further comprising receiving an
operator input that incrementally adjusts one of the first oscil-
lating parameters.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the operator input
selects only one of the first oscillating parameters for incre-
mental adjustment.

14. The method of claim 12 comprising receiving an opera-
tor input specifying an amount of the incremental adjustment
of said one of the first oscillating parameters.

15. The method of claim 9 wherein incrementally modify-
ing at least one of the first oscillating parameters comprises
incrementally increasing both the acceleration rate and the
speed limit.

16. The method of claim 9 further comprising basing the
first control signal at least in part on a diameter and a length of
the drill string.

17. The method of claim 9 wherein incrementally modify-
ing at least one of the first oscillating parameters occurs after
receiving feedback from the bottom hole assembly that indi-
cates that oscillation of at least a portion of the drill string
based on the first oscillating parameters did not change the
toolface orientation.

18. The method of claim 9 wherein incrementally modify-
ing at least one of the first oscillating parameters comprises
modifying the acceleration rate.
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